AAIPATI TIANIN T AN NENTLA9° 4.2.9
AN @F72041 0 40N

>N Lot 1T 0L C
A0 NFATICET 4-2D

1. oML hewT 189 HCh Wt

hery

A0 NFEATICLI® 20 0ALI® At 4-L0
a7 Wl 0/ OATALONT (N%5)
N1.1.1934 99° ANl N05¢  TOAS:
oALY® Wl 909%H. ATTANPRYC
NYI°GAP-g° 7 WIS RTheneg
AhPT NhL AL ANl 05 9N%:
0t N oAL9°7 HNP NCHTPSP
ap(f7 Nl $PPN9° (A0 04 TLhiA
AL1L) NENP Wit THNT TACHT TP
a1 PRI A1l APOF Wt TN KD
ANl 0F a=0ha 189° HCA-DWrt hé?
N1949 Atan: ao(l$A APOIAI® 9°N
h19° WAOA N AVTRTNEAI® L2414
AVNL hl ANO- Hhé PP AHOLCI°
ANY®  AN&Xrd0 NI°Hhavov: @®AS 197
AGP9° RSt hovtFAT DA
A7th0M WA o7 HOA et
NP HF L0097 9°0 h@% hh A
T189° h9°Htmie LEAT’: h-C AN
MUEAMANNC  HI°L  AThPNALPI®
“FIA RTNTovCom. $AL Lo h A
AT T, 0L°T9° ha Y a0l PAL
Wt nCorte7 o-he® e N7I0T 7189°
FENALI: (H, THn AN 1952 9.9°.
W0 28 - 58 NFA, T4

2. +tavi-L Kl V59° LAV avlDy
909° hpravd.

e Nl 1953-1959 Al avEavcf (/-
HNPh Nl %0 189° LA
av @3y GA9° hravi. HN1LEIE G L

Thelate

Fr. Kiflemariam Fedega

A Tributetothe Late Abba Kfelemariam Fadega

The late Abba Kifelemariam was born from a
peasant family Mr. Fadega Melhig and Mrs.
Welettgjesus on January 1, 1934 in Shinara a
village north of Keren.

Despite difficulties beginning in his tender age,
Kifelemariam grew up in a strict compact family-
life with his brothers and sisters. In those days in
Eritrea under the Italian colonia rule as there was
no any formal education out side of Keren,
Kfelemariam until the age of 13 did not begin
school.

He joined the Seminary of Keren in 1947 where did
primary school till 1952. Then, he continued with
his secondary school studies in the Magor Seminary
of Asmara from 1953-1959 together with the
formation for priesthood.

Kiflemariam was then sent for further studies to
Rome in 1962. In Rome he earned a Masters degree
in Philosophy and a Doctoral Degree in moral
Theology in 1968.

After completing his proper priestly formation and
gualifications of his studies he was ordained on
December 19, 1965 in Rome.

While in Rome, Abba Kfelemariam was too much
involved in extra-curricula activities such as in the
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association of Blessed Ghebramichael and some
studies on Abba Tesfatsion he presented a paper to
the community.

After a brief visit to Eritrea in 1968 again he was
sent to United Kingdom where he studied
Education in Oxford for two year and obtained
Diplomain teaching in secondary Schools.

The 12 years Abba Kflelemariam spent abroad for
his studies, formation for priesthood and |eadership
gave him a sound footing and made him a
determined and hard working priest.

Abba Kiflemariam was not all that exited studying
abroad al these years. According to his
correspondence letters in the Church archives,
Abba Kfelemariam observed and complained that
the long years of study in Europe does not give the
proper education that isfit for African home use.

Abba Kiflemariam was aways interested in his
people. When he learned that the whole region
northern region of Keren which include the villages
of Halhal, Jengheren, Shinara, Irora Beit Ghebru
etc...were destroyed by the then, Ethiopian regime
of Halle Sellasse army, Abba Kfelemariam
appealed for spiritual and material assistance of the
displace people living in Gaza banda area of Keren.

When Abba Kfelemaim was in London for studies
he came short of funds in his education and
together with his colleague the late Abba
Tesfamariam Bedho, the first late bishop of Keren,
in a letter of September 26, 1969 requested for
funds from their bishop the late Abbune Abreha of
Asmara. Abune Abreha on November 12, 1969
responded to the letter by saying that the diocese is
too poor beyond imagination, and it couldn’t afford
that extra-expense for the studies they requested.
Abune Abreha in a clear language told them that
dramatizing this issue is no solution; breaking the
spiral from within it is impossible. He told them
that the only remedy is calling for help and they
were in a position to make their voice heard; for,
London was the ideal place for pleading one's case
before sensible people, and for attracting attention
of both national organizations and international
agencies. Bishop Abreha pointed out that it was
there they can find a key to their financia problem.
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With this advice the priests succeeded in their
studies and came back to Eritreain 1971.

On hisreturn to Eritreain 1971, Abba Kfelemariam
was assigned to teach in the Maor Seminary of
Asmara. Although he had difficult in expressing
himself fluently, with hard work he was well
accepted by his students and demanded for his
academic insights. Thus, besides lecturer in the
Maor Seminary, he was also teaching in the
Comboni Sisters convent and in the Latin Cathedral
Catechetical Pastoral Centre.

Besides the academic task in the seminary, Abba
Kfelemariam was concerned and involved in
shaping the priestly formation policy for the
students. With the lesson of experience he had
while in Rome, Abba Kfelemariam had some
radical ideas on the formation of students for
priesthood and these brought him into conflict with
the bishop an in 1977 he was forced to resign from
teaching the Seminary.

Abba Kfelemariam was against authoritarian idea,
and use to pray “Save us from powerful men and
bad men”’. However, as he was involved already
caring with the people living displaced in the north
of Keren since 1968 and moreover concerned with
local culture, he was assigned to do research in the
religious history and scenario of Halhal Maria area.

Unfortunately, his survey data in an advanced level
was confiscated by the military and he was
frustrated. Meanwhile as he was engaged in
pastoral work in that region he settled completely
and became right hand to the vicar in Keren area.
This time he has composed some prayer books in
Blin language (the first of its type) and organize
severa catechism courses for catechists and for
teachers teaching in Catholic schools.

In 1984 when the war torn country was hit with a
sever drought he was caught up on addressing this
issue. The church has chosen Abba Kfelemariam to
head and coordinate an emergency committee she
has set up. In addition, to lessen his extensive
pastoral care in the north of Keren he was made
assistant parish priest of Glass. On the relief field
he worked hard and extended it from Keren up to
Ghizghiza, Afabet, Jengheren, and Halhal.
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After sometime in this line of work as a result of
disagreements he encountered with the authorities
Abba Kiflemariam was relieve from the
coordination responsibility. It was know that he
was a good spiritual leader and hence was assigned
aparish priest of Glass.

Here he devel oped education for the first time up to
junior level and by a decentraization system he
opened church schools in the villages of Farealeba,
Incinag, Hagaz, Awengeli and Shegloti. By
building chapels in these villages he consolidated
Chrigtianity in the region. This he was doing
without any outside financial resources, the lessons,
difficulties and experiences he encountered in
London came in handy. In deed, Abba
Kfelemariam was one of the most dynamic persons
in the Catholic Church and demonstrated |eadership
in the socio-economic devel opment of the country.

In May of 1988 when full scale war was raging in
the Ghlas area he stood fast with the people and
contributed in their safety.

Abba Kfelemariam was a devout and a man.
Because of his outstanding spirituaity he was
elected to be member of Curia of Keren Vicariate
Council which he served from 1993 to 1994.

Because of long service in hot area with little
facilities, it was observed that to Abba
Kfelemariam his health was failing him. Therefore
it was decided to send him to cooler place in the
village of Hahal to rest. Unfortunately, before he
settled down there in 1994, while celebrating Mass
he suffered a sever stroke that disabled him for the
rest of his remaining life until his death on August
17, 2008.

Abba Kfelemariam was a man who for the love of
God an the cause of the Gospel gave up himself and
gave his house to the poor the widowed. In al his
ways he was really a man of God those in need
always wanted him to be around them as they felt
secure around him.

May his soul rest in Peace
Abba Kibrom Tseggai
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