EARLY LIFE
Father Teclezghi was born in the Hadish-Adi
(Keren) region of Eritrea (then Ethiopia) on
March 8, 1949. He loved to tak about his
father, who was a particular example and
inspiration to him.

He entered the Cistercians minor seminary
program in September, 1963, and was
immediately sent to Mendida, Ethiopia, where
he finished eighth grade in 1969. He returned
to the monastery in Asmara for ninth and tenth
grade.

On September 2, 1969, he was clothed in the
Cistercian habit and began the novitiate year,
taking the name of Brother Bernard Maria
Fr. Teclezghi’s initial public offering of
himself to God as a vowed Cistercian monk
took place on October 11, 1970, the day of his
first profession.

He completed the philosophical (1971-74)
and theological (1974-78) studies required of
candidates for the priesthood with high marks.
Father Teclezghi made his perpetual monastic
vows on January 16, 1977. He was ordained
to the sacred priesthood on June 11", 1978 by
His Excellency Abune (Bishop) Abraha
Ferensua at Kidane Mehret Cathedra in
Asmara.

From June, 1978 to December, 1981, Father
Teclezghi was assigned to the monastery at
Mendida, Ethiopia. Here, he was director of a
technical school specializing in construction
and electrical work. During evenings and
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weekends, he carried on sacramental ministry
and was aways available for the needs of the
people. He organized a Bible study attended
by youth of various faiths.

From January, 1982 into 1984, Father
Teclezghi lived at the Monastery of Saints
Vincenzo and Anastasia in Rome, where he
pursued further studies in Biblical theology at
the Pontifical Gregorian University and
Biblicum. His evenings and weekends were
occupied with pastoral ministry.

From 1984 to 1986, Father Teclezghi was
assigned to the Monastery of Our Lady of the
Assumption in Asmara, Eritrea, where served
as a seminary professor in the field of Sacred
Scripture. During this period, he also devoted
himself to collaboration with Orthodox and
Evangelical Protestant scholars in the work of
trandating the Sacred Scriptures into the
Tigrignya language (a principa native
language of Eritred). This trandation remains
in widespread circulation today, and has made
the Scriptures available to thousands of
people.

The author of five books in his native
language (Tigrignya), Father Teclezghi was
also an editor for, and contributor to, two
major Eritrean magazines, Tehadso and
Berhan. He had adso participated a the
international level in activities held during the
1990s as pat of the “Decade of
Evangelization” pursued in anticipation of the
turn of the milennium.

On June 12, 1997, Father Teclezghi arrived at
Our Lady of Fatima Monastery in Mt. Laurel,
where he served the people of St. John
Neumann Parish until his death. He
conducted regular Bible studies and prayer
meetings, became a highly-sought preacher,
spiritual director, confessor and counselor,
served as our community’s vocation director,
and was entrusted with a large share of the
work of forming young monks.
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His ministry was frequently sought by other
religious communities and prayer groups. Fr.
Teclezghi threw himself into all of these tasks
with generosity and zeal.

Father Teclezghi was a true promoter of
friendship with the Holy Spirit. He usualy
celebrated daily mass at ten o'clock in the
monastery chapel, was devoted to priestly
ministry, and was aways available to hear
confessions, give blessings, and pray with
people.

With the permission and blessing of his
superiors, Fr. Teclezghi generously served the
Eritrean and Ethiopian émigré community in
the United States. This ministry frequently
took him to the Baltimore-Washington area,
where he had organized a monthly meeting of
this community. Recently, his ministry to
Eritreans and Ethiopians was extended to
many parts of the world through
teleconferencing and Internet technology. He
organized and directed an annua conference
in Washington, D.C. for members of the
Abyssinian diaspora from all parts. Father
Teclezghi showed us what it is to be a
missionary, even in the United States.

In fact, it was in priestly ministry that Father
Teclezghi died. He was killed in an
automobile  accident near  Pocomoke,
Maryland, on the morning of Sunday, August
31, 2008, on the way back to Mt. Laurel after
the celebration of a wedding in northern
Virginiathe previous day.

Father Teclezghi is survived by one brother,
three sister, a large extended family, and his
Cistercian family.

Bishop Mengisteab and eight priests celebrated
Mass Fr. Abba Teclezghi
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His brothers and sisters came from all corners of
North Americato pray and pay their respects.

(Photographs by Dr. Amine Kidane)



