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Panoramic view of Halibmentel, DeroQ and surroundings villages as far as SheEb Seleba



Halibmentel

Halibmentel is the largest village in the Catholic Eparchy (Diocese) of Keren. It is located
10 Km south of the city of Keren on the Asmara Keren Road. The parish has about 800
families; of which more than 99% are catholic.

The current village of Halibmentel is an aggregate of several villages formed in 1968 as a
result of forced relocation of the villages of Karwereba, Halibmentel-QdaK, Dermaskew,
Harida, DereQ, Shariki, Hasen, Adnfas, Ghejila, and Shawsh. All of the above villages
were burned or abandoned during the 30 year long bloody and destructive Eritrean
independence war from Ethiopia. The Village of Hdrmariam is the only one that was
located in the current location of Halibmentel. After the independence of Eritrea in 1991,
some villages like DeroQ and Sharki returned to their original location whereas the others
remained put.

This simple church was built
in the around 1969 and served
as the parish church of
Halibmentel for several years,
until the new church (see next
page) was completed.

The parish of Holy Savior in Halibmentel-QdaK (haMe»7+a %47, located about 3Km
south of the current location and the cemetery at EQubuK (a+n-1) were established in
1923. The first church of Halibmentel-QdaK was built in 1923 by contributions of 30
Birr per family organized by village representatives who were: Fre Garza, Mehamed
Sakroy, Medhin Fadega and Meshabr Gabr. In February of 1923, Fr. Yohannes
Ghebremariam brought the ‘Tabot” () and a portrait of the Holy Savior. The first
parish priest was Fr. Tesfamicael Adgoy.

The new church was originally planed to be built between the parish house and the
combine missionary sisters house. The location was Blessed by Bishop Zekarias
Yohannes in 1985 when the parish priest was Weldeghiorghis Beyan. Preparation for the
new church started in 1985 funded by Catholic Near East Welfare association (CNEWA)
facilitated by Dr. Amine Kidane. Geometra Tesfamichael Ghilwet drew the blue prints of
this church.



Ground preparation for new Church (1985)

Several changes were introduced including relocation of the site for church to the top of
the hill rather than the lower flat area. After several years of delay, many changes and
debates; the new church was completed. Most of the credit for completion of the new
church should go to Bishop Tesfamariam Bdho. Before becoming the first bishop of the
Catholic Eparchy of Keren, Abba Tesfamariam Bdho worked tirelessly to complete the
church in Halibmentel. Abba Weldeghiorghis Beyan, Abba Kbrom Tsega and Abba
Mebrahtu Tesfaghiorghis who served as parish priests during various phases of the
construction have also worked hard towards the completion of the church.



The Comboni sisters founded a community in 1980. They are rendering service in the areas of
Health, woman’s’ promotion (tailoring, embroidery...)

Clinic in Halibmentel

Woman’s promotion center
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