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Pastor al challenges and role of priesthood in our time

Abba M econen

1.1 Introduction: A quick glimpse into Church history reveas that the Church aways
had to contend with challenges both from inside and outside. Though the challenges
are similar, since the beginning we read in each period “the challenges of our new era
or modern times’. We will see some of the main challenges (heresies, persecutions,
separations) in the life of the Church and the solutions that It is enough to read the
recommendations of each council, encyclicals, apostolic exhortations and letters.

1.2 Some of the challenges of the 21% century therefore can be schematized in the
following way:

External

= Secularization, agnosticism and relativism

= Ethical/Moral issues

e Abortion
¢ Euthanasia

= Mass media against Christian values
In between

= Family problems

¢ Divorce and Cohabitation
CHALLENGES ¢ The same sex marriage
e Contraceptives and HIV/AIDS

- Somehow internal

= The problem of sects (Pentecostals) and Muslim

proselytism

Internal

= |gnorance and indifference

= Scandals and poor quality of pastors

= Lack of laity’srole, of understanding the youth and

not involving them

\ = Gender issues

1.3 The Role of Priesthood in our time: Thereis no another image for priesthood than
that of Christ. He came:

oTo serve not to be served (Mk 10:45)
oTo beaprophet, aking and aheaer
eTogive Hislife for His sheep for He is the Good Shepherd (John 10:10)

< We need priests:
e That pastor the faithful after God’s heart, “| will give you shepherds after
my own heart” (Jer. 3:15)
e Those are open to share pastoral work with laity, especially youth.



eThose are well prepared and equipped with al necessary meansto deal
with the above challenges.

<+ Ongoing formation:

eFor updating their ecclesiastical knowledge
e For training them on modern technology (communications) to use them
in their ministry

1.4 The pastoral methodologies that we learn from past:

e St Giustino De Jacobis and the Lazarists
Padre Michele da Carbonara and the Cappucins
Abune Abraha: parish schools and catechists
Therole of Inatietat
From the erection of the Eparchy of Keren onwards

1.5Way forward: Recommendations and Pastoral plan for the Eparchy and for the
pastoral care of the faithful in Diaspora.
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